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in strength, material, or obstinacy, he finally sat down. 
Senator Benton, ever on the alert, immediately moved 
the passage of the bill. It was carried in a short time, 
and taken to the President for his signature so that it 
might become a part of his administration. Thus Oregon 
became a territory August 14, 1848. Tt was a very fitting 
thing that Senator Benton, who had from the first cham- 
pioned the cause, should have the satisfaction of secing 
it finished. 

The provisions of the bill making Oregon a territory 
resembled those of other bills of a similar kind in most 
particulars. 


The special messengers, J. Quinn 'Thorn- 
ton and Stephen L. Meek, had been able to make sugees- 
tions which fitted the bill to the peculiar needs of the 
new territory. It was notable in being the first bill to 
set aside two townships of land, instead of one, for the 
purpose of supporting schools. It recognized the ma- 
chinery of government already in existence, and endorsed 
the provisions of the ordinance of 1787, which had al- 
ready been adopted, in regard to slavery. The trans- 
ition from the provisional government to the territorial 
was casily made, and Oregon started out on a new cra of 
existence. ‘The first Governor appointed, Gen. Joseph 
Lane, referring later in congress to the experience of 
this time said: ‘When L arrived there, in the winter of 
1848, 1 found the provisional government working beau- 
tifully. Peace and plenty blessed the hills and vales, 
and harmony and quiet, under the benign influence of 
that government, reigned supreme throughout her bor- 
ders. 1 thought it was almost a pity to disturb the 
existing relations, to put that government down and 
another up. Yet they came out to meet me, their first 
Governor, under the laws of the United States. They 
told me how proud they were to be under the laws of 
the United States, and how glad they were to welcome 
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me as holding the commission of the general goyern- 
ment.’’ 

The period of territorial government was one of growth 
along all lines. Trouble with the Indians, increase of 
population, development of industrial life, and the var- 
ious needs of a growing community, made many drafts 
upon the new government. It was not long before the 
largeness of the territory made a division desirable. 
The peeple north of the Columbia, separated from those 
to the south by geographical boundaries, and possessing 
interests of their own, voted to request the formation of 
the Washington Territory. This was granted by con- 
gress in 1853. 

[t was not long before forces began to bring about the 
last step in the development of civil government. There 
were many things which led to a desire for statehood. 
The people, in their provisional government, had be- 
come accustomed to the complete management of their 
local affairs, without the supervision of any power above 
them. While they valued the strength that was derived 
from connection with the United States, there were many 
restrictions which troubled them. Then, too, there were 
other delays incident to ratification of legislation, which 
was vexatious, particularly to a people who had hitherto 
enjoyed the quick application of their own Jaws. The 
difference between the local and national policy regard- 
ing the Indian problem was another influence at work. 
The people, annoyed by troubles with the Lndians, whieh 


were breaking oub abt intervals, were inclined to a policy 
that would remove the Indians entirely, while the gen- 
eral government sought to pursue a policy that was more 
conservative. Nor was the local pride, which the rapid 
progress of California into statchood had aroused, en- 
tirely without its effect. A desire was likewise mani- 
fested for the advantage that was thought to lic in the 
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